:050kIDCDS

BEYOND THE PRISON GA
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When we hear about political prisoners, we are often told stories of the heroic acts that led
to their imprisonment or about the suffering they experienced within the prison walls. But,
what happens after prison?

When we meet former political prisoners in the street they look like everybody else — their
past trials are invisible to us, although they have survived experiences that we can hardly
imagine. Thousands of political prisoners have served time in the prisons of Myanmar.
Some are now renowned public figures and their stories of suffering within prison walls are
well documented and recounted. But, many former political prisoners remain unknown to
the public, even though they too fought for a better country.

After release, most political prisoners try to return to live an everyday life, to return to the
life they had before their imprisonment. Yet they face many challenges because of the years
they lost in prison — years removed from their loved ones; years with little or no access to
education or employment; years of deprivation. Yet in spite of these difficulties, former
political prisoners struggle on.

‘Beyond the Prison Gate’ tells just a handful of the thousands of stories, the stories about
what happens after release. These photographs tell of the everyday lives of political
prisoners from various generations. Some struggle for bare subsistence, some struggle for
happiness, and others continue the struggle for political goals they never left behind. With
these photos we seek to raise awareness and push for a better understanding of the lives
and issues facing all former political prisoners.

In addition to the subjects, the photographers in this project are all former political
prisoners themselves. Their experiences range from one year in detention to more than a
decade of imprisonment. All photographers thus have intimate knowledge of the prison
experience, as they lived through it themselves, and faced the challenges that come
afterwards. Now, they have used this deep understanding, to show us the current reality of
their fellow former political prisoners.



Sai Minn Thein aka Sai Bo Bo Soe (1981) was
arrested on August 23, 2007 for protesting
against the rising fuel prices in the prelude to the
Saffron Revolution. He was sentenced to four and
a half years on multiple charges. He served
almost four years in Hkamti Prison before his
release on May 17th 2011.

Through his pictures Sai Minn Thein shows the

double punishment many former political ) -y 7 Y N :
prisoners faced. Not only were they imprisoned, ‘ ¥ i v/ 5 n S
they were sent to remote prisons far from their Photo: Chris Peken

families, just to aggravate the suffering. In his family portrait series, he elegantly shows how
imprisonment tore a family apart for years. One by one, members of the family were arrested and
placed in various prisons across the country. Those outside prison had to travel to faraway
locations across the country just to visit their family members in prison. Today the family has
finally been reunited despite their history of forced separation.

In his second series, he depicts the struggle that faces many political prisoners after their release:
dealing with health issues that have arisen after years of living in prison. Inside the prisons, most
political prisoners survive on a poor diet and minimal medical care. After release, many continue to
suffer with ongoing health issues caused by poor treatment in the prison.
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200507Es 8030:9 Family of political prisoners from Sanchaung Township. Photo:
Sai Minn Thein
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3o HCPP 0pE§esod Ko Ye Lwin at HCPP. Photo Sai Minn Thein



Pho Nyi Htwe aka. Myo Kyaw (1973) was
arrested three times for his involvement in the
democracy movement in 1990, 1991 and 1996.
Each time he was charged under the emergency
act, section 5J. He was last released in 2002.
After release he continued the fight for
democracy as video journalist during the Saffron
revolution. In 2010 he had to go underground,
but continued his work as a video journalist.
Today, he works as an editor.

Through three different stories, Pho Nyi Htwe Photo: Chris Peken
depicts how various political prisoners live very different lives after release, although they still have
a shared cause. His pictures showcase survivors — those who have faced tremendous challenges
and loss, but who still keep struggling to survive. These former political prisoners continue to fight
for both their daily lives, by selling lottery tickets or weighing people on the street, and for the good
of the nation, by volunteering in HCPP and remaining politically engaged.
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BBieorp opsies3ddaafesodn Ko Pho Kyaw in his home. Photo: Pho
Nyi Htwe

BRieorp cBroodeodqp: cepesodi Ko Kyi Soe selling lottery tickets.
Photo: Pho Nyi Htwe

{00038 8o0mspdloddsEaogqeam waggon Ma Tanda in her office
with a picture of her family. Photo: Pho Nyi Htwe



Phyoe Dhana Chit Lynn Thike (1994)
was arrested during the uprising for a new
education bill in 2015. He spent one year
detained in Thayerwaddy prison while
awaiting judgement. He was finally released
in April 2016. Today Phyoe Dhana is a
photographer, and he is still strongly
committed to supporting the development
of an inclusive, just, and democratic society
in Myanmar.
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Photo: Cris Peken
His pictures showcase the strong spirit of former political prisoners who manage to
maintain a sense of happiness in spite of all the challenges they have faced. They find
happiness in love, in kindness to others, and in a continued commitment to creating a
better future for Myanmar.

There are many generations of political prisoners in Myanmar. Some of which go far back
and are not alive to be photographed today. Phyoe Dhana’s pictures reach across different
generations of political prisoners still alive. The first of his subjects was arrested in 1989,
while the last still has an ongoing case.
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“Athan” (3205) 3533200050 cedCaaontsal -
Maung Saung Kha with material from his newly 0§aqt§) spreovpnslseaypbiopl odudieogond
launched organization ‘Athan’ (Voice). Photo: o 208[gesdn Ko Min Thaway Thit teaching at Thanlynn Owai

Phyoe Dhana Chit Lynn Thike free education centre. Photo: Phyoe Dhana Chit Lynn Thike

egloSomes08s 368050pa0c0sesdn Dr. Nay Win performing acupuncture. Photo: Phyoe Dhana
Chit Lynn Thike



Letyar Tun (1972) was first arrested in 1988
while working for the newspaper Nyi-nyoot-yay
(To Unite). After his release he joined the All
Burma Student Democratic Front on the
Thai/Burma border. He was re-imprisoned in
1998 when sentenced for high treason. He has
spent 18 years of his life in prison, 14 of these on
death row. He was finally released on November
19, 2012, via a presidential amnesty in
connection with President Obama’s visit to
Myanmar. Today he is a writer, editor and
photographer.

The idea for Letyar’s photos sprung out of the project “Framing the Transition.” This series show
the families of political prisoners who died in prison holding portraits, documents, and other
belongings of their deceased family members. In this ongoing series Letyar continues to
photograph these families over the years, poignantly reminding viewers how the lives of the family
members go on as the remains of the fallen political prisoners stay the same. The pictures give
voice to fallen political prisoners and raise awareness of the fact that these people gave their lives in
the fight for democracy.
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egl[og)fog)r Daw Kyu Kyu stands in front of a portrait o8 aicd8es0a8aniongd Sebedlo88SI Daw

of her late husband. Photo: Letyar Tun Khin Sein holds a mirror used by her son while in

prison. Photo: Letyar Tun

Bro&ieentsedggesaianpd saoqfieoonanogls aguSapsdgaopd aogdan odaonSolieantsi
Alobosans oBEeeonEaozdn U Win Maung and Daw Mya Mya Aye hold photo of their late son, KoThet
Win Aung. Photo: Letyar Tun



80eepqod03 [gdelepodesmieannigodeudanen Liv S. Gaborit (PhD. Student, Roskilde University,
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Detention in Myanmar’ oeepqjedeil 328053538:00690005:gda001 dlodd[ggst sondaqie 9Badngc
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The project has been facilitated by Liv S. Gaborit (PhD. Student, Roskilde University, Denmark)
and is part of the research project ‘Legacies of Detention in Myanmar’ by DIGNITY, funded by the
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. For further information on the exhibition, please contact:
Gaborit@ruc.dk
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